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Jeeod Baranoff worked im & reg-shop 'near Hull-House. He
had come to Chiesgo from Russis in 1902, bringing his wife and
two children with him. The family was met at the train by &
relative whe helped to find & home for them. They rented four
roome in 8 rear tenement on Halsted Street. After visiting
several second hand furniture stores, the Sarsnoffa bought two
gecond hand beds, & kitchen stove, & kitchen teble and four
cheirs. They unpacked the bedding that they hal brought with
them from Ruesia and spent their firet night in their firat
Americen home.

The next morning the children were enrolled im the publie
achool. The first great ambition of Jeocob and Sarsh Sarancff
hed been realized. Thelr children were in sehool.

After paying & month'as rent and the price of th@ furniture
and the most necessary household utensils, Jacob had two dollars
left. It wes necemsary for Jacob to take the firat Job that he
could find. The Job was sorting rage. His weges were wight
dollara & weak, The rent was six dollere a month. Jecob and
Jareh decided that they could get along. )

The rag=ghop wes loested in =n abandoned barn. Thers was
& emall window in the rear of thies barn which hed been opened
when the horses were housed in it. But sinee it hed become &
rag=shop, the window had been neiled up to keep ocut any pomsible
thievea. Ventilation was not conaldered.

The floor of the rag-shop was never awept. The dust was

gllowed to gather day after day,
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week after week. But Jacob



-p= Hilde Polescheck,
/ imerican Folk Stuff.
'l

Dust .

peid no attention to the dust, His children were in aschool. They
zould not have gonme to school in Russia. There were no schools
for Jewish children in the village where he had lived. 5o why
pay attentlion to dust?

Solomon, or 3olly, as he wes colled, the older of the two
ghildren, wanted to learn to pley the plamo. But how dees one
get piano lessons and buy & plano on which te prretice om eight
dollars & wesk? .

"Some day I will learn to play,” Solly said. 741l sorts of
mirscles happen in America. Laybe something will heppen so that
1 ean learn.”

S0lly was eight years old. His sister, Roeie, wes six, They
were learning Americen games. They now played hide and sekk, run-
sheep-run and peg, with the American born children. These Ameri-
can born children took Solly and Rosie to Hull=Souse.

The ehildren ram up the stairs to a play-room in which
there wes & pisne. It was the first time that Solly had been
near & plano. He struck & note snd was thrilled with the sound.
He looked around, and no one seemed to mind his touching the
piano. So he struck & few more notes. This was indeed a mireclel
Such miraecles could only happen in Ameriea, thought Selly.

“"hen the play director entered to organize some games for
the children, Patrieck Byan. who lived across the hall from the
Saranoff family,took Solly to her.

"Thia ia S0lly," said Patrick "He's dnffy about plano.”™
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Would you like to learn to play?™ assked the director.

"0h, weal Could I®" So0lly asked eagerly.

S0 Solly atarted to tele piano lessons end he wea allowed to
come to Hull-House to pracstice.

Jacob hed now been sorting rags for three yesrs. He had
been inheling the dust fér the some length of time. He would
have liked to find other work. OSomething more interesting----
something that would pey & little more money. He began to dresm
of the possibility of buying & piane for Solly. GEut he was afraid
to take & day off to lock for a better job. He was afreid he -
might lose the one he had. He could not risk heving the femily
go without food. And there were shoes to buy. And the rent had
to be paid. So he eontinued to sort reps, peying no attention
to the dust on the floor. It wam bed when the bales of rage were
dumped on the floor and the dust rose and filled the room. Lhe
men who were scorting rage would get coughing spells when that
happened. But the duet waz soon settled, and the men went om
porting rega.

The Saranoff children were bringing pood reportd from acheol.
50lly eould now play the plano well. He was told at school thet
he would be allowed to play & solo when he graduated.

Z0lly found ocut that fathers and mothers could go to lectures
and oconecerts at Hull-House. 3S¢ on Sunday afterncon or evening,
the Bsranoff.listened to lectures they did not understand snd to
concerta that they did understand and loved. They found out thaet

they could learn "nglish, so they hurried through with the supper
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dishes and became members of the Tnglish class. One evening,
“ra. Ryan, their neighbor, took Jacob and Sarah to a Hull-House
party. At this perty they met Jane Addems.

"Hisa Addame." seid Jasob ome night while he was at Hull-
House, "do you know that I heve never heerd Solly pley the piano.”

"Well, that is too bed," said Jene Addems. "I muet see that
you heer him scon."

4 week later Solly brousht home & card announcing & pieno
recital to be given by Solomon Saramoff, at the Hull-House Music
Sehool.

There were about fifty people prement at Solly's first re-
citel. The Ryana were there. Sarah Saranoff hed invited Mra.
Bohultz, her Germen neighbor who lived on the floor sbove. The
Molinari family, whose son wes learning to play the violin at
Hull-House, were there. Just before the recital started, Jane
Addema ecame into the room and sat down next to Jecob Sarsnoff.

Solly played with a delicacy and warmth thet made him a part
of the piano. When the first piece was finished, the tesrs were
rolling down Jacob's cheeks. So0lly played and Jecob's heart-
beats acoompanied him. He was thenking God for America---for
Hull-House=-- for Jane Addarm.

"For the last number,” the pianc teacher snnounced, "Solly
will play & piece that he wrote. I am very proud of Selly, for
it 13 not often that m child of hisa ege can compoge musie. I
think Selly will be & great musician.”

Selly played his composition. It waes a haunting little
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