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La Destruction de la statue royale a Nouvelle
Yorck, Die zerstorung der konglichen bild saule
zu Neu Yorck. Hand-colored etching. Paris: Chez
Basset, ca. 1776. Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress (37) [Digital ID# ppmsca-17521]

The series of lessons below shows students the revisions required in creating the
Declaration of Independence, the documents that led up to the writing of the Declaration
of Independence, and the reaction of colonists when independence from Britain was
announced. Throughout each part of the lesson a focus on analyzing primary sources is
the main component of each individual lesson.
Overview/ Materials/LOC Resources/Standards/ Procedures/Evaluation/Rubric/Handouts/Extension

Overview
Objectives

Recommended time frame
Grade level
Curriculum fit

Back to avigation Bar

Students will:
• Analyze a primary source
• Discuss the elements of a primary source
• Evaluate the decision the signers of declaration
made.
• Defend their opinion with evidence from a primary
source
3 -4 periods of 45 minutes
5th – 12th
Revolutionary war and writing
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Materials

Computer (optional)
Television on-line (optional)
Paper white and red starts (optional)
Copies of following primary sources along with analysis
forms:
Rough Draft of Declaration
rough declaration.doc
Final Draft of Declaration
declaration large.doc
declaration analysis form.doc
Patrick Henry Speech
patrick henry speech analysis form.doc
Stamp Act Cartoon
tea cartoon.doc
the repeal analysis form.doc
Olive Branch Petition
Olive Branch Teacher Resource
http://www.rain.org/~karpeles/olifrm.html
olive branch petition.doc
olive branch analysis form.doc
King’s Proclamation
king proclamation.doc
a proclamation analysis form.doc
Common Sense
common sense analysis form.doc
common sense
Statue Sketch
picture king falling.doc
etching evaluation form.doc

Michigan State Learning Standards

Back to aanvigation

Bar

Social Studies:
5 – U3.l.5 Use the Declaration of Independence to
explain why the colonists wanted to separate from Great
Britain and why they believed they had the right to do
so. (C)
5-U3.l.6 Identify the role that key individuals played in
leading the colonists to revolution, including George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and
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Thomas Paine.
Language Arts:
L.RP.05.03 respond to multiple text types listened to or
viewed knowledgeably by discussing, illustrating,
and/or writing in order to clarify meaning, make
connections, take a position, and/or show deep
understanding without major misconceptions.
L.RP.05.04 combine skills to reveal strengthening
literacy
L.RP.05.04 respond to and go beyond the information
given by a speaker, making inferences and drawing
appropriate conclusions.

Procedures

Back to avigation Bar

Day One: A Close Look at the Declaration
1) Discuss writing and the reasons we write (to inform,
persuade, etc.)
2) Discuss writing process, How do you feel when it is
time to revise and edit your work? Do you like getting
help from other students and adults when you work?
Jefferson had to revise and edit his paper too. (5 min
discussion)
3) Compare to Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson was a
wonderful writer, but he was chosen to write a very
important document to the King. The delegates and
Jefferson knew that it had to be perfect. So he had to do
a lot of rewriting. Show rough draft here. Discuss how
you can tell it is a rough draft.
4) Show video clip. (5 min.)
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/fourthof-july/writing-the-declaration-of-independence.html
5) Before we look at the Declaration of Independence.
What statements do you think Jefferson and the
delegates included in the document when they said they
wanted to be separate from England. Make a list at your
group. Have students share their ideas. May include
“no taxation without representation” “stop taxing our
tea” (10 min.)
6) Give students the document analysis worksheet for
the declaration and a copy of the declaration. Either
have students work in groups and share answers or
complete the paper together. (15 min.)
declaration large.doc
declaration analysis form.doc
An Adventure of the American Mind
Illinois State University

7) Discuss primary resources and secondary resources.
http://educationextras.com/PrimarySourcesDay1.html
How do we know the Declaration of Independence is a
primary source? (5 min.)
8) Optional: As homework or computer lab time, have
students work in pairs to see the changes made to the
declaration. Use the website below to decide which
changes you would have made to the document.
Discuss why they made the changes they did.
http://myloc.gov/Education/Pages/onlineActivities/De
claration/default.html
Day 2: Why did the colonists believe they should
declare independence?
* You can decide to lead this lesson as a guided class
discussion or complete this lesson as a center activity.
You can also decide if you want to narrow your focus
and omit several documents. The evaluation also
contains a primary document you could use in the lesson
or as homework if you choose to use a different
evaluation.
1) Begin class by having students’ list one charge
against the king on a red or white star (later use the stars
for a bulletin board shaped like a colonial flag,) (5 min,)
2) Let’s take a look at the other writers that lead to
declaring independence. We have a few key individuals
that fought with words. We are also going to look at a
question from yesterday as we analyze these primary
documents: Why did they separate from Great Britain
and why did they believe they had a right to separate.
3) Show political cartoon. Discuss as a class or in
groups while completing the Tea Party Cartoon
Analysis Sheet. (10-15 min.) List answer to focus
question on board.
tea cartoon.doc
the repeal analysis form.doc
4) Listen to the audio clip of Patrick Henry’s Speech
and provide article to follow – shortened version.
Complete Analysis Worksheet. (10-15 min)
http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen
.cfm#speech
5) Share Olive Branch Petition: Read numbered
sections (1, 2, 9, and 15 to the class) Have students
complete Analysis Worksheet. (15 min.)
olive branch petition.doc
olive branch analysis form.doc
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Day 3: Discuss primary sources from yesterday. Ask
the question about how we know they are primary
sources. (5 min.)
1) Share Proclamation by the King. Read numbered
sections to the class. Have students complete Analysis
Worksheet.(15 min,)
king proclamation.doc
a proclamation analysis form.doc
2) Share Common Sense document. Read to the class.
Have students complete Analysis Worksheet. (10-15
min,)
common sense analysis form.doc
common sense
3) Discuss the focus question, Why did the colonists
believe they had the right to declare independence?
What role did the key individuals play in declaring
independence? Did the colonists have the right to
declare independence? Discuss citing examples from
different documents analyzed yesterday and today.
Complete the form about key individuals. (10-15 min,)
key figures.doc
If time begin one of the evaluations listed below or save
evaluation for day 4.

Evaluation

Back to avigation Bar

1. Look at your analysis sheet for the Declaration of
Independence used on day 1. Now, using a pen or the
additional evaluation form, add information from the
other documents studied.
declaration evaluation form.doc
2. Analyze the statue cartoon and complete the
evaluation form to assess how students do analyzing a
primary source on their own.
picture king falling.doc
political cartoon evaluation form.doc
3. Have students work in groups to create
tableaus/freeze frames to demonstrate their knowledge
about the event. Complete the rubric form for each
group as the class discusses which event is being
demonstrated.
freeze frame directions.doc
freeze frame rubric.doc
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Extension

Back to avigation Bar

1. Show the video (15 min,) This video is a dramatic
reading of the Declaration of Independence with
Morgan Freeman and other actors and actresses. An
introduction of the causes and effects of the declaration
is given as well.
http://www.dotsub.com/view/9518104c-aa15-46469a39-a789e5586cdb
Discuss the impact the declaration had on society then
and today. Complete and discuss the video quiz.
..\rev war history grant\declaration video quiz.doc
2. Read The Hatmaker’s Sign to further discuss the
writing process.
3. Have students write their own Declaration of
Independence to share with another class.
4. Make each document into an illustration to use as a
children’s book about the documents leading up to the
Declaration of Independence.
5. Have students make an ABC book about the journey
to independence.
6. Have student sequence the documents written
timeline worksheet.
C:\Documents and Settings\Beth\My Documents\library
of congress declaration lesson\declaration timeline.doc
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Primary Resources from the Library of Congress
Back to avigation Bar

Replace this text with the resource table you generated while managing the primary
resources used in this learning experience. You can do this by selecting the entire table at
once and copying it to your computer’s temporary memory, (i.e., clipboard) then pasting
it here.
American Memory Collections:
Creating the United States: Revolution of the Mind: Mock Funeral
Battle Joined: rough draft declaration, declaration,
Americans destroy statue
Sets of Beliefs: Common Sense

Other Web Resources:
Ben Franklin Video:
"Writing the Declaration of Independence Video." Apples 4 the Teacher. 2008. Webstantaneous Web
Marketing Design . 8 Aug 2008 <http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/fourth-of-july/writing-thedeclaration-of-independence.html>.

King’s Proclamation:
"The National Archives." calendar features. August 2004. National Archives. 8 Aug 2008
<http://www.archives.gov/calendar/features/2004/07-08.html>.

Patrick Henry Speech:
"Patrick Henry." Colonial Williamsburg. 2008. Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 8 Aug 2008
<http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm#speech>.

Olive Branch Petition
"The Olive Branch Petition." Learner.org. 2008. Annenberg Foundation. 8 Aug 2008
<http://www.learner.org/channel/workshops/primarysources/revolution/docs/olive.html>.

Extension Activity Resource
Declaration of Independence. Dir. Arvin Brown. Perf. Morgan Freeman. on-line video.
http://www.dotsub.com/view/9518104c-aa15-4646-9a39-a789e5586cdb, 2007.
Fleming, Candance. The Hatmaker's Sign. New York: Scholastic, 2000.

Teacher Background Information Resources:
"The Olive Branch Petition." The Karpeles Manuscript Library Museums. 2008. Karpeles Library. 8 Aug
2008 <http://www.rain.org/~karpeles/olifrm.html>.
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Evaluation
Name________________

The Declaration of Independence
Evaluation 1: Using any of the documents we have discussed, answer the following
questions using quotes and examples from those documents.
Why did the colonists want to separate from Great Britain?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Why do they believe they have the right to separate from Great Britain?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
How were these colonists feeling when this document was written? Explain.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Evaluation 2: Tabluaus
Directions: Every member of the group will work together to show us your assigned
scene. You must have everyone show facial expressions and use your arms and legs to
show how the characters feel. Once you have your scene planned out, freexe. Do not
move, laugh, or smile. You are now a sculpture. Your classmates will walk around your
scene to question and comment on why you have shown us. Have one student prepared
to describe the scene to the class while everyone else remains frozen.
Students work in groups of 5 students. Each group will secretly be assigned one of the
scenes below. Students will organize themselves into the tableau and hold the pose. The
rest of the class will study the picture they created and decide which event they are
demonstrating.
1. The Proclamation;
2. Common Sense:
3. Olive Branch Petition:
4. Declaration of Independence:
5. Patrick Henry’s Speech:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Freeze Frame Ideas – if needed:
1. The Proclamation: Show the king tearing a paper in half while he tells someone else
what to write to the colonists. Other students can be the king’s followers showing their
loyalty to the king.
2. Common Sense: Show Thomas Paine and others win support for the Patriots. Group
members can be selling the book to others while Thomas writes.
3. Olive Branch Petition: Show colonists wanting peace with the king. One member of
the group can be the king refusing to look at the petition. Others can be the colonists
trying to give the petition to him.
4. Declaration of Independence: Show the signers working together to write the
document and deciding if they should sign it.
5. Patrick Henry’s Speech: Show Patrick Henry giving a fiery speech to a crowd that
cheers him on.
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Evaluating 3: Political Cartoon Analysis:

Political Cartoon: Statue

1. List the objects or people you see in the cartoon.
________________________________________________________________________
2. What do you think the title is for this cartoon? Try to translate the title.
________________________________________________________________________
3. List adjectives to describe the work of the people in the cartoon.
________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.
________________________________________________________________________
5. Who do you think the statue represents?
________________________________________________________________________
6. Which colonial region do you think this took place in? Why?
________________________________________________________________________
7. Which group of colonists would disagree with the cartoon’s image? Explain
________________________________________________________________________
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Share with students after activity. After students have time to work, allow them to read
the information below and change their answers.

On July 9, 1776, after the Declaration of Independence was read to the American army in
New York City and celebratory toasts were made, the soldiers rushed to the foot of
Broadway at the Bowling Green.
As depicted in this engraving, they had the assistance of free blacks or slaves in pulling
down the statue of King George III. The lead statue was later hauled to Connecticut,
where it was transformed into bullets and guns.
Discuss teamwork that is taking place. Discuss the people in the windows watching.
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Rubric
Back to avigation Bar

Replace this text with an assessment rubric for your learning experience. There are some
excellent web sites such as http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php that simplify rubric
development.

Collaborative Work Skill: Revolutionary War Documents
Tableau
Teacher Name: Social Studies Teacher

Student Name:

________________________________________

4

3

2

1

Acting

Creates a powerful
scene showing how
this group of people
felt by using facial
expressions and the
body

Creates a scene
showing how this
group of people felt
by using facial
expressions and the
body

Tries to create a
scene showing how
this group felt, but
the scene did not
fully show your idea

The scene is hard to
understand and we
didn't learn how your
people felt.

Contributions

Routinely provides
useful ideas when
participating in the
group and in
classroom
discussion. A definite
leader who
contributes a lot of
effort.

Usually provides
useful ideas when
participating in the
group and in
classroom
discussion. A strong
group member who
tries hard!

Sometimes provides
useful ideas when
participating in the
group and in
classroom
discussion. A
satisfactory group
member who does
what is required.

Rarely provides
useful ideas when
participating in the
group and in
classroom
discussion. May
refuse to participate.

Focus on the
task

Consistently stays
focused on the task
and what needs to
be done. Very selfdirected.

Focuses on the task
and what needs to
be done most of the
time. Other group
members can count
on this person.

Focuses on the task
and what needs to
be done some of the
time. Other group
members must
sometimes nag,
prod, and remind to
keep this person ontask.

Rarely focuses on
the task and what
needs to be done.
Lets others do the
work.

CATEGORY
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Handouts
Back to avigation Bar

Insert each handout as a separate page so that it can be printed for student use. We have
provided four blank pages for you to copy and paste your student handouts.

Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775.
They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger?
Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be
stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the means of
effectual resistance by lying supinely on our backs and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our enemies shall
have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature
hath placed in our power. The millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a country as that
which we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our
battles alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will raise up friends to fight our
battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we
have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is no retreat
but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is
inevitable and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come.
It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace but there is no peace. The war is actually
begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or
peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what
course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!

Copyright © 2004 The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

"Patrick Henry." Colonial Williamsburg. 2008. Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 8 Aug 2008
<http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm#speech>.
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The National Archives." calendar features. August 2004. National Archives. 8 Aug 2008
<http://www.archives.gov/calendar/features/2004/07-08.html>.

http://www.learner.org/channel/workshops/primarysources/
revolution/docs/olive.html

The Olive Branch Petition
July 5, 1775

Background

John Dickinson drafted the Olive Branch Petition, which
was adopted by the Second Continental Congress on July 5
and submitted to King George on July 8, 1775. It was an
attempt to assert the rights of the colonists while
maintaining their loyalty to the British crown. King George
refused to read the petition and on August 23 proclaimed
that the colonists had "proceeded to open and avowed
rebellion."

Approved by the Continental Congress on July 5, 1775
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. Most Gracious Sovereign,
We your Majesty's faithful subjects of the colonies of New-hampshire, Massachusettsbay, Rhode island and Providence plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, the counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex on Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, in behalf of ourselves and the inhabitants
of these colonies, who have deputed us to represent them in general Congress, entreat
your Majesty’s gracious attention to this our humble petition.
The union between our Mother Country and these colonies, and the energy of mild and
just government, produced benefits so remarkably important, and afforded such an
assurance of their permanency and increase, that the wonder and envy of other Nations
were excited, while they beheld Great Britain riseing to a power the most extraordinary
the world had ever known.
Her rivals observing, that there was no probability of this happy connection being
broken by civil dissentions, and apprehending its future effects, if left any longer
undisturbed, resolved to prevent her receiving such continual and formidable accessions
of wealth and strength, by checking the growth of these settlements from which they
were to be derived.
In the prosecution of this attempt events so unfavourable to the design took place, that
every friend to the interests of Great Britain and these colonies entertained pleasing and
reasonable expectations of seeing an additional force and extension immediately given
to the operations of the union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of the dominions
of the Crown, and the removal of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater distance.
At the conclusion therefore of the late war, the most glorious and advantagious that ever
had been carried on by British arms, your loyal colonists having contributed to its
success, by such repeated and strenuous exertions, as frequently procured them the
distinguished approbation of your Majesty, of the late king, and of Parliament, doubted
not but that they should be permitted with the rest of the empire, to share in the
blessings of peace and the emoluments of victory and conquest. While these recent and

Olive Branch Petition
"The Olive Branch Petition." Learner.org. 2008. Annenberg Foundation. 8 Aug 2008
<http://www.learner.org/channel/workshops/primarysources/revolution/docs/olive.html>.

Documents of the Revolution
Timeline

March 23, 1775

July 5, 1775

August 23, 1775

January of 1776

July 4, 1776

•

Patrick Henry's Speech: Give Me Liberty

•

The Olive Branch Petition

•

King's Proclamation

•

Common Sense: Thomas Paine

•

Declaration of Independence

•

•

•

Add other events as we continue our unit on the Revolutionary War.
Powered by TeAch-nology.com- The Web Portal For Educators! (www.teach-nology.com)

Declaration of Independence Analysis Sheet
Date of document _____________________

Author of document ______________________

How is this document organized?____________________________________________________

List 4 people that signed the document
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Who was this written for (audience)?_________________________________________________
List 3 things the author said that you think are important.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Why did the colonists want to separate from Great Britain?
_______________________________________________________________________________

Why do they believe they have the right to separate from Great Britain?
_______________________________________________________________________________

How were these colonists feeling when this document was written?
_______________________________________________________________________________
Support your answer with a quote from the document.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Write a question that you have for the author of this document.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Fighting with Words:
Roles of Key Individuals

Directions: List one way each one of these people influenced history.
Revolutionary Figure
Thomas Jefferson

Role Played in the Revolutionary War

Ben Franklin
Patrick Henry
Thomas Paine
Other Key Individuals:

List your favorite quote by one of the writers listed above. Favorite Quote:
By _____________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

The Repeal: Political Cartoon

1. List the objects or people you see in the cartoon.
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Which of the objects on your list are symbols?
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. What do you think each symbol means?
_______________________________________________________________________________
4. Identify the cartoon caption and title.
_______________________________________________________________________________
5. Identify three words or phrases used by the cartoonist to identify objects or people within the cartoon.
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.
_______________________________________________________________________________
7. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.
_______________________________________________________________________________
8. Explain the message of the cartoon.
_______________________________________________________________________________
9. Which group of colonists would agree with the cartoon’s message? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------After a discussion is held about the cartoon, share the information below.

The Repeal, or the Funeral of Miss Ame-Stamp, [1766]. Engraving. Prints and Photographs Division, Library of
Congress (9)
[Digital ID# ppmsca-15709]
BACK TO PREVIOUS PAGE

ADD TO MY COLLECTION

MOCK FUERAL PROCESSIO FOR THE STAMP ACT

This 1766 cartoon depicts a mock funeral procession along the Thames River in London for the American Stamp Act.
The act generated intense, widespread opposition in America and was labeled “taxation without representation” and a
harbinger of “slavery” and “despotism” by the Americans. Colonists convened a Stamp Act Congress in New York in
the fall of 1765 and called for a boycott of British imports.
Bowing to the pressure, Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in 1766. In this cartoon, a funeral procession to the tomb
of the Stamp Act includes its principal proponent, Treasury Secretary George Grenville (1712—1770), carrying a
child's coffin, marked "Miss Ame-Stamp born 1765, died 1766."

The Olive Branch Petition

1. What type of document is this? Circle one answer
newspaper

letter

map

telegram

advertisement

2. What is the date on this document? _______________________________

3. Who is the author of the document? _______________________________
4, For what audience was the document written? ________________________
5. Why was this document written?
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. In section 2 many colonies and counties are listed. Why do you think the author did that?
_______________________________________________________________________________
7. Why do you think the author included section 9 in the Olive Branch Petition?
_______________________________________________________________________________
8. Section 15 is the closing to the document. What closing would you have used? Explain why you chose the words
you chose?
______________________________________________________________________________
9. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document.
_______________________________________________________________________________

A Proclamation

1. List ways this document is different then many documents that are written today.
_______________________________________________________________________________

2. When was this document written?_______________________________________

3. Who is the author of the document?_____________________________________
4. For what audience was the document written? ______________________________
5. Read section 2 page 2 of the document., What does the king plan to do to colonists who break the rules he has
issued?
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Choose the side of either patriot or loyalist. What would that group say about section 4 of the document.?
_______________________________________________________________________________
7. What else should the king have added to his document to support his position?
_______________________________________________________________________________

Common Sense

1. What type of document is this? Circle one
Letter

advertisement

map

book

newspaper

2. List ways this document looks or sounds different then a document written today.
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think the document was written?
_______________________________________________________________________________
4. What audience was the document written?______________________________________________
5. Explain why you think the author would name this document Common Sense?
_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Use a quote from the document that supports your answer to number 5.
_______________________________________________________________________________

[Thomas Paine]. Common Sense: Address to the Common Inhabitants of America… Philadelphia: R. Bell, 1776. Rare
Book and Special Collections Division, Library of Congress (30)
[Digital ID# us0030 — us0030_6]
BACK TO PREVIOUS PAGE

ADD TO MY COLLECTION

PAIE’S IDEA FOR EW AMERICA GOVERMET

In January 1776, Thomas Paine (1737—1809) penned his famous pamphlet Common Sense, in which he urged the
American Colonies to declare independence and immediately sever all ties with the British monarchy. With its strong
arguments against monarchy, Common Sense paved the way for the Declaration of Independence more than any other
single publication.
Noting that “we have it in our power to begin the world over again,” Paine also suggested a form of government to
replace the British Colonial system: a unicameral (one-house) legislature for each colony that would be subordinate to
a unicameral continental congress. No executive power would exist at either level and no system of separate powers
and checks and balances.

Patrick Henry’s Speech

“Give me
Liberty or Give
me Death.”

Richard Schumann interprets the character of Patrick Henry for The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. Listen as he re-creates Patrick
Henry's powerful words spoken March 23, 1775 at St. John's Henrico Parish Church in Richmond.

1. Who is the audience? _________________________________________________________
2. What is Henry’s purpose for writing this speech?
____________________________________________________________________________
3. What rights have been taken away?
____________________________________________________________________________

4. What is Patrick Henry suggesting the colonists do next?
_____________________________________________________________________________
5. Looking at section1, How does Henry think they will defeat the British in future battles?
_____________________________________________________________________________
6. What else might you add to his speech?

Name________________

The Declaration of Independence
Evaluation 1: Using any of the documents we have discussed, answer the following questions using quotes and
examples from those documents.

Why did the colonists want to separate from Great Britain?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Why do they believe they have the right to separate from Great Britain?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
How were these colonists feeling when this document was written? Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

