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Lesson Plan – Melissa Belevender 
EUP ISD Workshop June 27-29, 2011 

 

Title: Who Was Kosciuszko and why don't we remember him? 
 

Lesson Overview: 
Students will explore who General Kosciuszko was and what was his role and significance in 
the American Revolution.   
 

Objectives: 

Students will be able to: 

Demonstrate understanding of the role of Thadeusz Kosciuszko in U.S. independence, 

significant turning points, and understand the political ideas underlying Articles of 

Confederation and U.S. Constitution that illustrated the values and principles of American 

democracy using a historical context. 

Standards: 

5-U3.1.6 Identify key roles that individuals played 

5-U3.2.2 Describe the importance of Battle of Saratoga in the American Revolution 

5-U3.2.1 Describe the advantages and disadvantages of each side during the American 

Revolution with respect to military leadership, geography, types of resources and 

incentives. 

 

Time Required: 

2 hours 

Recommended Grade Level(s): 

Grades 5-8 

Topic(s): 

American Revolutionary War, Kosciuszko, foreign support for the Revolution 

Era: 

Revolution and the New Nation 

Preparation: 
Review of Teacher's Analytical tool for primary sources 

Print group copies of 5 primary source documents to review using the student analytical 

tool. 

 

Materials: 

Student Analytical tool for primary sources 

Computer/projector with links from LOC documents 
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Paper (folded into four squares) for each student to make a divided page to depict the life 

of Kosciuszko. 

 

Resources: 

Image Description Citation Permanent URL 

 

World War I Poster 

1917 "Poles! Kosciuszko 

and Pulaski fought for 

the liberty of Poland 

and other nations--

Follow their example--

Enlist in the Polish 

Army!" 

Creator(s): Benda, 

Wladyslaw T. 

(Wladyslaw Theodore), 

1873-, artist  

Library of Congress 

Prints and Photographs 

Division Washington, 

D.C. 20540 USA  

http://www.loc.gov/pic

tures/item/20027088

94/  

 

World War I Poster 

1917  showing a 

portrait of Tadeusz 

Kościuszko  

[Kościuszko, Pułaski - 

They fought for 

liberty in America [...] 

Eat less wheat, meat, 

fats, sugar [...]] (Text 

is in Polish. ) 

Creator(s): Illian, 

George, 1894-1932, 

artist  

Library of Congress 

Prints and Photographs 

Division Washington, 

D.C. 20540 USA  

http://www.loc.gov/pic

tures/item/200271199

3/  

Immigration...Polis

h/Russian: The 

Nation of Polonia - 

For Teachers 

(Library of 

Congress) 

 

Introduction to the 

history of Polish 

immigration in the 

United States. 

Library of Congress, 
Immigration...Polis

h/Russian: The 

Nation of Polonia - 

For Teachers 

(Library of 

Congress) 

http://www.loc.gov/tea

chers/classroommateri

als/presentationsandac

tivities/presentations/

immigration/polish4.ht

ml  

    

http://international.lo

c.gov/intldl/pldechtml/

pldecabout.html 

"Polish Declarations: 

About the Collection" 

background on the 

primary source 

Library of Congress, 

Text: Zbigniew 

Kantorosinski 

Photographs: Roger 

http://international.loc

.gov/intldl/pldechtml/p

ldecabout.html 
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Foley 

Design: Elizabeth F. 

Stewart  

 

 

Sheet music for piano 

published in 1896  

 

 

Library of 

Congress>Performing 

Arts Encyclopedia> 

Wronski-Mallek 

composer 

"Kosciuszko war signals 

of 1793" [sheet music] 

loc.gov 

 

 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/

diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ih

as.100004009/100004

009.pdf 

 

Photo of Statue of  

Kosciuszko in 

Lafayette Square (U.S.  

Washington D.C.) 

 

Statues and sculpture. 

Kosciuszko, Lafayette 

Square. Creator(s): 

Horydczak, Theodor, 

ca. 1890-1971, 

photographer.  

Library of Congress, 

Prints and Photographs 

Division. 

ca. 1920-ca. 1950  

  

 

http://www.loc.gov/pic

tures/item/thc199501

2042/PP/  

 

 

Image of Thomas 

Jefferson that was 

drawn by Kosciuszko 

and then engraved and 

reproduced by Michel 

Sokolnicki 

Part of the LOC 

Exhibition “Thomas 

Jefferson” 

Michel Sokolnicki 

(1760-1816)  

after Thaddeus 

Kosciuszko. (Exhibit on 

Jefferson.) 

Object checklist> A 

Revolutionary World> 

Edges of Influence> 

item #203, Library of 

Congress. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/ex

hibits/jefferson/ 



 

Belevender, Melissa 

 

 Primary Source 

Student Analytical 

Tool 

Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/tea

chers/usingprimarysou

rces/resources/Primar

y_Source_Analysis_To

ol.pdf 

 Teacher's Guide - 

Primary Source 

Analytical Tool 

Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/tea

chers/usingprimarysou

rces/resources/Analyz

ing_Primary_Sources.p

df 

http://chroniclingamer

ica.loc.gov/lccn/sn890

66651/1917-02-

08/ed-1/seq-6/  

Newspaper  account 

from Hayti, Missouri 

of the final resting 

place of Kosciuszko in 

Krakow (Crakow) 

Poland. 

State Historical 

Society of Missouri; 

Columbia, MO, The 

Hayti Herald 

February 8, 1917, 

image 6 (under City of 

Memories) 

Hayti, Missouri 

http://chroniclingamer

ica.loc.gov/lccn/sn890

66651/1917-02-08/ed-

1/seq-6/  

 
 

Digitized newspaper 

image 

Newspaper account of 

statues erected to 

Kosciuszko and Pulaski 

in Washington, D.C. 

The Herald-

Republican, Salt Lake 

City, May 12, 1910 

(under Gallant Soldiers 

Never Forgotten) page 

2 

http://chroniclingamer

ica.loc.gov/lccn/sn850

58140/1910-05-12/ed-

1/seq-2/ 

Click on “view text” in 

header above page image 

 

Digitized newspaper 

image 

“Gallant Soldiers 

Never Forgotten: 

President and 

Secretary Dickinson 

Pay Tribute to the 

Memory of  Pulaski and 

Kosciuszko”  

Page 1 of the above 

newspaper article 

 

 

 

http://chroniclingamer

ica.loc.gov/lccn/sn850

58140/1910-05-12/ed-

1/seq-1/ 

Click on “view text” in 

header above page image 
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Photographic print 

digitized in the Library 

of Congress collection 

of a Marble bust of 

Kosciuszko (located in 

U.S. Capitol) 

 

Henryk D. Saunders, 

sculptor 1857. U.S. 

Captiol building 

http://www.loc.gov/pic

tures/item/20056917

02/   

 
 

 

Print of [Tadeusz 

Kosciusko, 1746-1817, 

bust portrait, facing 

right] 

Library of Congress 

[Tadeusz Kosciusko, 

1746-1817, bust 

portrait, facing right]  

No year or artist 

noted 

http://www.loc.gov/pic

tures/item/20056854

39/  

 
 

 

Cover of book “Emblem 

of good will” put 

together as a gift to 

the American people 

by the people of 

Poland in 1926, on the 

150th anniversary of 

our American 

Revolution. 

Library of Congress 

digitized collection,  

“Emblem of good will” 

European Reading 

Room 

Library of 

Congress>Researchers. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/polishex

.html  
 

Image #5/31 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/images/

fig05.jpg 

(links to specific page 

image) 

 
 

 

Dedication page of 

“Declaration” book, 

English translation 

hand scripted. Explains 

how Poles in Poland 

feel about their 

American brethren.  

Zdzislaw Debicki and 

transcribed by Edmund 

John. “Emblem of good 

will” Library of 

Congress European 

Reading Room digitized 

collection. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/polishex

.html 
 

Image #4/31 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/images/

fig04.jpg  (links to 

specific page image) 
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Coat of arms of the 

province of Bialystok 

created by Ludomir 

Slendzinski, foremost 

Polish  neoclassical 

artist of 1920-1930s. 

Ludomir Slendzinski, 

1926, Gold and silver 

paint, watercolor, 

gouache and graphite 

on paper. 20 x 28 in. 

“Emblem of good will”  

Library of Congress 

digitized collection. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/polishex

.html 
 

Image #10/31 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/images/

fig10.jpg  
(links to specific page 

image) 

 

 

Signature page from 

girls' (gymnasium) 

school at Plonsk. 

Plonsk school faculty 

and student 

signatures. “Emblem of 

good will, 1926.” 

Library of Congress 

collection. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/polishex

.html 

Image #16/31 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/images/

fig16.jpg 

(links to specific page 

image) 

 

 

 

 

Title page from volume 

1 designed by Edmund 

John. Watercolor, 

gouache, ink, and 

graphite on paper. 20 

x 28 in. Polish 
Declarations of 
Admiration and 

Friendship for the 
United States  

At the 

sesquicentennial of the 

Declaration of 

Independence  

sentiments of 

admiration and 

gratitude for 

America’s role in the 

"Emblem of good will, 

1926." Library of 

Congress European 

Reading Room digitized 

collection. 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/polishex

.html 

Image #1/31 

 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/

european/egw/images/

fig01.jpg 

(links to specific page 

image) 
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restoration of Polish 

statehood in the 

aftermath of World 

War I. 

    

    

    

Procedure: 
Activities (described as steps) 
Write Kosciuszko's name on the board and poll who has heard of him. 

Present basic information:  T. Kosciuszko was a Civil Engineer, who came from Poland to 

participate in the Revolutionary War.   

Question: "Is this man famous?  Should he be remembered? Why? 

" Let's be history detectives and see what we can find out.” 

 

Student work in groups to look at the different primary sources and see what they can  

guess from viewing the sources. 

Use graphic organizer for students to put their thoughts into writing.   

 

Teacher presentation/discussion of "How famous was he and why?"  Explore the statues, 

streets and other namesakes of Koscuiszko that exist in the United States today using a 

projector and preselected primary source images, including those that the students viewed 

in groups. 

 

For each source, tell the students the citation/source.  Share with them the merit and 

reputation of the Library of Congress for quality resources. 

 

Students process what they have just learned by individually creating a four-panel page to 

depict the interesting parts of Kosciuszko's life with captions. (Those that want to do 

more may use the back of their papers to continue.) 

 

Ask students to find out if anyone in their family/neighbors know about Kosciuszko. 

 

Day 2:  

Follow up to find out if anyone in their family knew about Kosciuszko to re-open discussion. 

 

Introduce background information about the primary source documents using Library of 

Congress webpage "Polish Declarations: About the Collection."  Use the projector to look 

at and discuss this webpage before the students work in groups examining the pieces of 

the collection. 
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Examine the primary resource "Polish declarations of admiration and friendship for the 

United States."  

 

Students once again use the Analyzing Primary Source Tool to organize information. 

Discuss how this was put together by many people and why. 

What did the people of Poland “receive” from our American Revolution? 

 

Ask the students “What are the facts that people should know about Kosciuszko?” 

Students will create a book to teach about Kosciuszko and his role in the Revolutionary 

War, each working on a page or part to create one classroom book.  

 

 

 

 

Extension Activities: 

This “book” can be adapted as a slide/presentation where students work in pairs to create 

a page that will be part of a whole to share in the school or post on the web. 

 

Evaluation: 

 
The students will write their own essay to answer the questions: 

Who was General Koscuiszko? 

What was he famous for? 

Why was he so important to people early in American history? 

Why do you think many people no longer remember him? 

 

The students must identify how the involvement of other countries in our revolution was 

critical to our victory. 

 

What caused Kosciuszko to attain “fame?” 

His successful defense of Saratoga which was the first victory of the American 

Revolution.  It was the turning point for other countries to send further assistance. 

 

Why do you think that he continued to be remembered at the 150th anniversary of the 

Revolution?  America is made up of many immigrant people and because Kosciuszko was 

famous in his own country, when Polish immigrants came here it was a point of commonality 

they shared with other Americans.  They formed cultural groups to continue a tribute to 

Kosciuszko.   

 
 


